THE   EDDT   BROTHERS

Some of Olcott's experiments were so definite, and
are narrated so frankly and so clearly, that they deserve
respectful consideration, and antedate the work of
many of our modern researchers. For example, he
brought from New York a balance which was duly
tested as correct with a published certificate to that
effect. He then persuaded one of the forms, the
squaw Honto, to stand upon it, the actual weights
being recorded by a third person, Mr. Pritchard, who
was a reputable citizen and disinterested in the matter.
Olcott gives his account of the results, and adds the
certificate of Pritchard as sworn to before a magis-
trate. Honto was weighed four times, standing upon
the platform so that she could not ease her weight in
any way. She was a woman five feet three in height,
and might be expected to register about 135 Ib.
The four results were actually 88, 58, 58, and 65
Ib., all on the same evening. This seems to show
that her body was a mere simulacrum which could
vary in density from minute to minute. It showed
also what was clearly brought out afterwards by Craw-
ford, that the whole weight of the simulacrum cannot
be derived from the medium. It is inconceivable that
Eddy, who weighed 179 Ib., was able to give up
88 of them. The whole circle, according to their
capacity, which varies greatly, are called upon to con-
tribute, and other elements may in all probability be
drawn from the atmosphere. The highest actual loss
of weight ever shown by Miss Goligher in the Craw-
ford experiments was 52 Ib., but each member of
the circle was shown by the dials on the weighing

s                                   273